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TWO CHALLENGES FACE SOCIETY:
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The pace and extent of environmental change are now greater than any other time in human history.
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and technology in new and

This places people, ecosystems, and infrastructure at risk worldwide and poses a significant threat to
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The past is no longer a reliable guide to the future. More extreme conditions and changing patterns
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UVA is in a unique position to bring together the disciplines of the arts
and sciences with leading schools of engineering, architecture, business,
and policy to meet these challenges and find solutions that lead to a
better future.

priorities

for

ERI

funding reflect grand challenges
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global leader:

• Climate Resilience
• Water & Energy Futures
• Environment & Health

INNOVATION through COLLABORATION
These challenges involve complex systems and their solutions require collaborations that transcend traditional
disciplinary boundaries. By defining problems together, creating a common language, sharing methods, and
measuring impact, research teams develop new frameworks and paradigms that form sustained collaborations
across diverse communities. This accelerates the rate of discovery and the translation of research to action.
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1. CATALYZING RESEARCH

2. TRAINING NEW LEADERS

3. TRANSLATING TO POLICY & PRACTICE

CoLabs – bring diverse collaborative teams of
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cross-disciplinary seminars.
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change agents – citizens, policy makers, entrepreneurs,
industries and NGOs.

policy experts.

games, and models allow stakeholders to envision
future scenarios.

from other institutions bring a constant infusion of
fresh thinking and new ideas.
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From nucleating ideas to building teams, the ERI is able to be proactive, integrated, and actionable. We understand and
anticipate change. We accelerate discovery by promoting innovation. Our outcomes make a difference.
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